AY THE HEART OF AFRICA

The witch doctor is the
priest of the village, and the
people fear him because they
believe he has power to com-
mand evil spirits; but he sells
them charms to protect them
from wild beasts, sickness, evil
men and even those selfsame
evil spirits. The people also
think that he can bring dread-
ful diseases upon the village
or cause a man to die. He is
usually a cunning rogue, able
to mix powerful poisons, and
is certainly a man to be greatly
feared where his enmity is
incurred.

The Congo basin is inhab-
ited by many tribes speaking
different languages. Some vil-
lages are not at all like the one
we have described.

To-day a belt of valuable
mines two hundred miles long
extends through the highlands.
Lubambashi in Katanga gives
Belgium a good supply of cop-
per for world export, and the
natives who are partly civi-
lized are kept busy at the mines
and smelting works. In the
south and east highlands there
are also gold, radium, dia-
monds, platinum and coal.
Though the navigable water-
ways are still the important
highways, short lengths of rail-
road connect them and there
are more than 45,000 miles of
roads. In addition there is regu-
lar air sendee between various

For centuries there were rumors that
a race of small black people existed in the
heart of Africa, and many travelers and
historians of past centuries had mentioned
these dwarfs. In 1863-65 P. B. Du
Chaillu came upon them. In 1887 Stan-
ley, while passing through a vast forest
between the Congo and Lake Albert,
found numbers of these little people.
Some of them were only three feet in
height. They were so small that the ex-
plorer often thought his scouts had

Beale

NATIVE   WIRELESS   IN   ANGOLA

Here we see the mondo or message-drum used in the
Zombo highlands.    By beating upon this wooden instru-
ment the natives can send sonorous messages in code for
long distances.   News travels rapidly by this means.

districts.

caught children, until he perceived that
they were full grown men and women.
The women averaged but four feet in
height and none of the men were over
four feet six inches.

These tiny black folk live by hunting,
and they are extraordinarily skillful at
tracking game through the dark, swampy
forests and killing it with their bows and
arrows. They live in villages of small
grass huts shaped like bee-hives, Stanley
found one village of ninety-two huts. But
the pigmies were very shy and always de-
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